Montana Nonprofit Association supports a budget structure, including both revenue and appropriations,
that meets the needs of today’s Montana.
The Montana Nonprofit Association (MNA), on behalf of our 600 charitable nonprofit member organizations, is
uniquely positioned to understand the impact of budget decisions on the people of Montana and the communities,
large and small, served by our state’s nonprofits. As the leading voice for Montana’s charitable nonprofit sector, MNA
urges a balanced approach to the current state budget deficit, an approach that considers all available options,
including both revenue and expenditures.
Charitable nonprofits work in every Montana community, making our beautiful home state the place we most want to
live, work and play. As a sector, nonprofits are caring for returning soldiers, rebuilding Montana’s Main Streets,
training our state’s workforce, ensuring our children and elders have food, fighting the scourge of meth and opioids,
creating a sense of home for individuals with disabilities, offering sanctuary from violence, enriching and elevating the
arts, preserving our state’s natural beauty, promoting outdoor recreation, nurturing our souls, and much more.
Montana’s nonprofits are front-line providers of services, grounded in Montana’s communities; we have a stake in
the strength and well-being of Montana’s economy and government, and in that spirit, we request policymakers
employ a balanced approach to the current state budget shortfall. We oppose arbitrary and across-the-board cuts as
an approach to the budget problem. We believe the current deficit requires a much more reasoned approach. To do
less is a disservice, and disproportionately impacts Montana’s elderly, hungry, sick, and other vulnerable populations.
To presume cuts alone will sufficiently address the deficit is shortsighted and will put communities under duress to a
degree which nonprofits are unable to absorb.
We recognize these are difficult and complex circumstances; we are prepared to be creative, thoughtful partners with
the Governor and Legislature to serve Montana’s people and communities. We ask for the widest range of available
options as quickly as possible to address the budget deficit in a manner that mitigates the disproportionate impact on
vulnerable populations. We encourage the broadest possible coalition in the decision-making process. In the longer
term, we welcome the opportunity to be of service in how to responsibly plan for and address the ongoing fiscal
needs of today’s Montana.

Montana Nonprofit Association (MNA) believes a strong nonprofit sector is essential to Montana’s vitality and
livability. Our 600 charitable nonprofit members are solving community problems and making life better for
Montanans in every corner of the state and points in between.
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