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This CASA has been the child's Advocate for 4 years! With no visitors allowed on the facility’s campus where the child is placed, the CASA had to discontinue her regular visits, a commitment she had maintained consistently for all these years no matter where the child was placed. In lieu of visits to the facility, the CASA began calling the child several times each week, checking in on the kid's needs, and providing a comforting voice – and ear – during scary times. When the fog of COVID-19 finally lifts, the CASA hopes to coordinate a visit between the kid and members of her distant family living out of state, who have the potential of providing the child with the forever home she has been waiting for. 
 
This CASA Advocate was assigned to this case in 2016. She has truly been the one constant for this child. At the last hearing, the judge approved that CFSD proceed with the adoption by his caregiver, as the Advocate has recommended for years! This Advocate has been essential to the outcome of this case. She always listens to the child and has always been there for him; she facilitated other relationships that would be in the best interest of the child, such as with therapists and teachers, as the child was moved form place to place. At times when the child had nervous breakdowns or behavioral issues, the Advocate was the only person the kid would talk to. 
 
Diversion Fund - A Mother and her children, who were fleeing domestic violence, were stuck and facing homelessness.  They had a safe place to stay with family in another state but were stuck here due to lack of gas money and a broken down car.  A local auto shop donated time to fix their car and the UWYC Diversion Fund provided gas money.  Because of this quick action, the family is now headed to a safe place where they will be supported to heal and start a better life.  
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YWCA

Felicity called us while in hiding from human traffickers. She was homeless, terrified to be outside for fear of being abducted, and in desperate need to get to where her family and children live. YWCA Billings worked with YWCA in her home town to connect Felicity with another agency who immediately responded to the situation. Locally we partnered with Off the Streets, who was able to provide her transportation to Helena. She has been safely reunited with her family and friends and is in a program for victims of human trafficking.
 
Sally was a resident at Gateway Shelter and working on finding housing. She had many barriers that prevented her from finding housing without support from YWCA. After quickly securing a full-time job, she started working with YWCA’s Housing Navigator, Madie, to find a place to live. With Madie’s help, Sally applied for Rapid Re-Housing and was able to move into Gateway Vista. After finding secure, affordable housing she was able to focus on her other goals. She is now attending YWCA’s Financial Empowerment course to become financially stable and will soon begin attending CNA classes.

image1.jpeg
Eileen O. submitted an application for assistance with gas cards in order to report to her job. Eileen
stated in her application that she was in the process of getting back on her feet and leaving “domestic
situation of abandonment”. She said that she has a budget planned and believes that she will be okay
after this month.

Until recently, Eileen had been living in her van since September 9, 2021. She had an opportunity to get
housing and was assisted with $300 for her deposit from the diversion fund at United Way.

After reviewing the application, it was found that more wage statement information was. needed from
Eileen. She emailed the pay stubs that were needed on 3/24/21. Her application was received and she
received two $20.00 gas cards.
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Micki L. submitted a Wheels to Work application on January 8, 2021. Micki stated in her application, that
she is a single mother who works hard to make her daughter’s life safe and good. She said that she was
recently off work from December 22, 2020 until January 4, 2021 due to recovering from a surgery. She.
was job attached and could return once she was well enough. She said that she pays quite a bit in rent
along with many other expenses. She said that she just doesn’t have any other way to get help but to
ask for it. In addition to needing her car for transportation to work, she states that she also needs
reliable transportation in order to get her daughter to school and back home without her car breaking
down. We were able to get her application approved for $500 in repairs and two $20.00 gas cards.





