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January 2024

United Moments with UWYC

Resolve to Make a Difference in 2024

How do you plan on sharing your time and talents with others in 2024?  This is the perfect time to get
engaged in our community! If you are looking for a way to give back and make a difference, becoming a
board member or committee member can help you achieve this. 
Benefits of Volunteer Leadership

Develop and enhance leadership skills.
Learn about opportunities to shape the community.
Strengthen your own network of contacts.
Volunteerism enhances your resume.

Qualifications and Attributes of Volunteer Leaders
Passion for UWYC’s mission and vision. 
Desire to connect with community leaders to address complex community needs.
Willingness to give of time, talents and treasures to make a difference.
A clean background check.

UWYC is currently recruiting for:
Board of Directors
Marketing Committee
Grant Reviewer for Community Investment
Special Event Committee
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How You Can Get Involved:
Explore Opportunities: Download the attached list of opportunities to get started with
volunteering with United Way. Click here to find out more: Committee Descriptions
Sign Up: Create a volunteer profile and sign up for the opportunities that align with your
interests and skills. Click here to learn more about how you can become a volunteer
Attend Information Sessions: Learn more about United Way's mission, ongoing projects, and
how you can contribute by attending our virtual information sessions.

Contact Kim Lewis, President & CEO at klewis@uwyellowstone.org or (406) 272-8501 for more
information.

United to Solve Homelessness- A Community Conversation

As we enter the new year, we are excited to reflect on the incredible journey we've shared throughout
our United to Solve Homelessness Community Conversation. From the insightful kickoff by Kim Lewis
to the impactful exploration of the Jeff Bezos Day 1 Families Fund, we've collectively delved into the
core values, eligible activities, and the commitment to equity that will shape our community's future. We
were able to unpack the core values guiding the Day 1 Fund, emphasizing flexibility and a focus on the
neediest families. We explored the five key categories of eligible activities- Outreach, Diversion,
Shelter, Housing, and Services and witnessed the recurring theme of equity, fostering collaboration and
inclusivity. Board members presented overviews of the 5 categories, highlighting themes of
collaboration, innovation, and addressing unique needs. The prioritization activity using $250,00
stickers allowed us to streamline ideas, identifying key areas for action. The emphasis on community
collaboration, transparency in action, and a roadmap for the future positions us for transformative
change. Let's continue to reflect as a community on how, collectively, we can leverage new resources
and make a lasting impact. Whether it's $2.5 million or beyond, each contribution counts, and together,
we can create positive change.

We extend heartfelt gratitude to everyone who participated. Your time, ideas, and commitment are
invaluable. Thank you for being an integral part of our community-driven initiatives. Feel free to send us
your comments, questions, or ideas. We're here to honor your time and continue to the conversation.
 If you would like to share information and ideas or be a part of the Advisory Committee, please visit:
United to Solve Homelessness.

https://files.constantcontact.com/0d2d598a001/576f3ad7-c922-4f66-89be-8bfd40d521fe.docx
https://www.unitedwayyellowstone.org/volunteer
mailto:klewis@uwyellowstone.org
https://www.unitedwayyellowstone.org/united-solve-homelessness
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Stay tuned for more updates as we kick off 2024 with a renewed commitment to positive change.
Here's to a year of collaboration, innovation, and impactful solutions!

Empowering Positive Change: Apply for our Community Investment
Agency Grants!

We extend an invitation to 501(c)(3) organizations serving Yellowstone County dedicated to fostering
positive change in the areas of school readiness, school success, crisis stabilization, or senior
independence to apply for a Community Investment Grant. Your tireless efforts contribute significantly
to our community's well-being, and we believe in supporting your initiatives for a brighter future.
Important Details to Remember:

Application Period: Our website's application portal will be open for submissions starting
January 15th.
Application Deadline: Ensure your application is submitted by February 16th through our
convenient online platform.
Focus Areas: We are particularly interested in projects aligned with school readiness, school
success, crisis stabilization, or senior independence.

Allocation Insight:
Our team of volunteers, working closely with staff and the board, will collaboratively review each
application to ensure a comprehensive evaluation, with final decision scheduled to be announced in
July. Our commitment to transparency and fairness remains unwavering.
For any questions or assistance, please reach out to Maia at 406-272-8506 or
mdickerson@uwyellowstone.org

Do you want to be a part of determining 2024 community investments?

mailto:mdickerson@uwyellowstone.org
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January is National Mentoring Month

“One mentor can change a young person’s life. Celebrate the power of supportive and meaningful
mentor relationships.”
All Month: CLICK HERE to learn about being a United Way Success Mentor to help a student be
successful.

Volunteer on January 15th with MSUB

Start your 2024 with a commitment to volunteering more, beginning with a project on January 15th to
honor the American Civil Rights movement. This year, MSU-Billings and United Way of Yellowstone

https://www.unitedwayyellowstone.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=1
https://www.unitedwayyellowstone.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=1
https://uwyellowstone.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=303815
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County are partnering to provide several on-campus volunteering opportunities following the annual
Bell Ringing Ceremony.

 Meet at the Bell on the MSUB Campus for the ceremony at 9:30am on Monday, January 15,
2024
Snacks and beverages will be served, and volunteer opportunities will commence around
11:00am
On-campus opportunities include making sandwiches for local agencies, crafting cards for
isolated seniors, and creating a plastic bag blanket for unhoused neighbors
Four volunteers are sought to assist with data collection at Eagle Mount
To sign up for these opportunities, please REGISTER HERE.

Add event to calendar
Apple  •  Google  •  Office 365  •  Outlook Web  •  Outlook  •  Yahoo

 Join us on January 10th for our Volunteer Engagement Session

We are inviting all community lovers and team leaders looking for a fun and meaningful way to enhance
team spirit to a special event. The United Way of Yellowstone County, with a rich history of over 62
years of partnering with firms to address community challenges and link employees to causes they care
about, is hosting an informational session.

The session will be held both online via Teams and in person.
The discussion will mainly focus on forthcoming events, including United WE CAN and
Workshop Wednesday’s.

For more information contact Chrissy at volcoord@uwyellowstone.org

Community Night at Hooligans

Join us on Monday January 22nd from 4pm-7pm at Hooligans. This is a unique opportunity for you to
connect with our dedicated staff, board, and committee members. Engage in lively conversations,
participate in a silent auction and contribute to a great cause- 20% of the proceeds will be donated to
the United Way Community Fund.
Lets celebrate our community's achievements together! See you at Hooligans!

Add event to calendar
Apple  •  Google  •  Office 365  •  Outlook Web  •  Outlook  •  Yahoo

Community Empowerment through Workshop Wednesday

The United Way of Yellowstone
County recently hosted a productive
and compassionate event, Workshop
Wednesday. This event saw
volunteers joining forces to make a
significant difference in the lives of our
unhoused community.

 Volunteers worked
collaboratively to craft sleeping
mats for the unhoused,
providing much-needed
comfort.
They also sorted through
donations, which will serve as
life-saving resources for those
in need.
Participants also helped build
furniture for United Way.

https://uwyellowstone.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=879652
https://calndr.link/e/pKnJwTlh6l?s=apple
https://calndr.link/e/pKnJwTlh6l?s=google
https://calndr.link/e/pKnJwTlh6l?s=office365
https://calndr.link/e/pKnJwTlh6l?s=outlookcom
https://calndr.link/e/pKnJwTlh6l?s=outlook
https://calndr.link/e/pKnJwTlh6l?s=yahoo
mailto:volcoord@uwyellowstone.org
https://calndr.link/e/X69GsKcuaZ?s=apple
https://calndr.link/e/X69GsKcuaZ?s=google
https://calndr.link/e/X69GsKcuaZ?s=office365
https://calndr.link/e/X69GsKcuaZ?s=outlookcom
https://calndr.link/e/X69GsKcuaZ?s=outlook
https://calndr.link/e/X69GsKcuaZ?s=yahoo
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Overall, this event highlighted
the power of community
collaboration in creating lasting
positive change and spreading
warmth in various ways.

If you want to participate in a
Workshop Wednesday event reach
out to Chrissy at
volcoord@uwyellowstone.org

United WE CAN March 3rd

The United WE CAN event is a combined food drive and can sculpture contest happening at Rimrock
Mall on March 3rd. This creative and fun initiative aims to raise awareness about food insecurity in the
Billings community, while also fostering teambuilding.

Individuals, teams, clubs and corporations will build their can sculptures on the evening of
March 3rd.
The voting period starts on March 4th. Votes are cast by donating food to the sculpture's
associated box.
All sculptures will be on display from March 4th to March 17th for public viewing.
The winners will be announced on March 15th.
All donated items will subsequently be given to local food pantries, Family Service, Wander
Woman, Tumbleweed and Montana Rescue Mission.

Registration can be done by clicking HERE.

mailto:volcoord@uwyellowstone.org
https://uwyellowstone.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=878177
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Save the Date
2024 Day of Action

Save the date for our 2024 Day of Action on
June 19th 2024. Day of Action is United
Way's annual activation of volunteers across
the globe. Be sure to mark your calendar and
stay tuned for ways to get involved.
Join us in making a meaningful impact-
become a Day of Action Committee member,
be a part of planning and organizing this
meaningful day!

Contact Chrissy for more info
volcoord@uwyellowstone.org

Add event to calendar
Apple  •  Google  •  Office 365  •  Outlook Web  •  Outlook  •  Yahoo

 

CARE Academy Be the Change Challenge

Holiday fun for CARE Academy and Discover Zone Staff

CARE Academy and Discover Zone staff had a great time at the United Way of Yellowstone County
Holiday Party on December 12th. Games were played, food was plentiful, fun was had, and there was
lots of laughter and team building. We couldn’t provide a safe and secure place for the children in our
community without our CARE and Discover Zone staff. We thank you all for all that you do!

Annual Affiliated Volunteers

Annual Affiliated Volunteers help run a Volunteer Reception Center. A Volunteer Reception Center
(VRC) provides a place where large numbers of volunteers can be efficiently processed and referred to
agencies needing their services. This process provides an easy way to document volunteers being
registered, requests for volunteers, VRC staff hours worked, and expenses incurred. A VRC is a perfect
staging area for volunteers to wait for their assignments during a disaster. Our next training will be held
February 6, 2024 11:30-2:00. If you are interested click here to register. 

mailto:volcoord@uwyellowstone.org
https://calndr.link/e/T1bG7F7Ey2?s=apple
https://calndr.link/e/T1bG7F7Ey2?s=google
https://calndr.link/e/T1bG7F7Ey2?s=office365
https://calndr.link/e/T1bG7F7Ey2?s=outlookcom
https://calndr.link/e/T1bG7F7Ey2?s=outlook
https://calndr.link/e/T1bG7F7Ey2?s=yahoo
https://uwyellowstone.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=868522
https://uwyellowstone.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=868522
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Monthly Honor Roll

Thank you to the following donors for contributing to improving lives through health, education, and
crisis stabilization for those in Yellowstone County. 

Nate A Allie
Donald Arendt
Cynthia Arneson
Associated Food Stores
Carol L Atchison
James Atkeison
Ballard Petroleum
Josh T Bantam
Marquice Barnett
Samantha Baxter
Tristan Bendds
Vicki Berger
Bezos Day 1 Families Fund
Billings Federal Credit Union
Franki Binstock
Janae Bjorgum
Cara L Blaylock
Christina Bloesser
BNSF Railway Foundation
Alison Bohne
Stephanie Bond
Tom Boos
Tom Bourdon
Stephanie Brazill
Christina D Brese
Brown Law Firm
Nicole C Brown
Richard Brown
Bryan K Callahan
Steven Callahan
Joshua Carter
Krystal Chamberlin
Elizabeth Chappell
Cathy Claxton
Sonja Clayton
Michael Cochran
Jack Coons
Tonia Coulter
Tyler M Crennen
Cade Cunningham
Gina Dahl
John H Delvo
Dennis & Phyllis Washington
Foundation
Steve C Dewar
Maia Dickerson

Justin R Godfrey
Kimberly Guy
Jennifer Hammontree
Jerame Harp
Nancy J Harris
Kaylene Hauck
Haiven Hayes
Linda Heiken
Help Center, Inc.
James G Hernjak
John & Taylor Herr
David & Darleen Hilde
Tim Hindley
Nathan Hirsch
Wayne M Hirsch
Chris & Tracy Hoiness
Hoiness Family Foundation
Cheryl Holcomb
Daniel Huffman
Debbie Hughes
Patricia Hughes
Kari M Humphrey
Intermountain Children's Home
Wade Irion
Andrew Johnson
Judith S Johnson
April E Keippel
Nathaniel Kelley
Nick Kelsey
Sean Kirby
Horton (Tony) B Koessler
Danny Kunsman
Sarah Lambright
Robyn K Larson
Lindsey Lawrence
RanDee L LeBrun
Kim and Patrick Lewis
Lori Linton
Sandra Mammenga
Herbert J Mangis
Benjamin Marchello
Tony Marino
Kimberli Martin
Matthew Steven Martin
Tim McClure
Kevin Eric McTee

Lindsay J Norris
NorthWestern Energy
Seth Penninger
Mark W Petesch
Brian D Petty
Ashlie M Phares
Deborah C Potter
Braedan Price
Lynne E Puckett
Halle Putman
Rhetta Rau
Deanna L Redfern
Steven Restad
Erin C Robbins
Valerie K Ronquillo
Royal & Norma Johnson Charitable
Foundation
Vince Ruegamer
Jerry & Kren Rutherford
Julie Rux
Scheels All Sports
Richard H Schilf
Parker Scott
Donna R See
Jana M Semingson
Jessica R Sery
Mandeep Shergill
Jeremy Shupak
Sibanye Stillwater Mine
Michael Smith
Zoe Smith
Tom A Snyder
Allyson Songstad
Karla A Stanton
Don Sternham
Francesca Stodolski
Debra Strever
Peter Swoboda
Katie Syness
Lynnette Tew
Matthew W Thompson
Raquel Thompson
Renee Toscan
Cody L Turnquist
Bill and Mary Underriner
United Way of Yellowstone County

https://calndr.link/e/3DCCXsoMcg?s=apple
https://calndr.link/e/3DCCXsoMcg?s=google
https://calndr.link/e/3DCCXsoMcg?s=office365
https://calndr.link/e/3DCCXsoMcg?s=outlookcom
https://calndr.link/e/3DCCXsoMcg?s=outlook
https://calndr.link/e/3DCCXsoMcg?s=yahoo
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Mike W Dimich
Brittany Dockter
Tricia Donaldson
Gina M Elliott
Deanna Emmett
Stacy D Emmett
Michelle Ereaux
First Interstate Bank of Billings
Siera Flagler
Fortin Foundation of Florida Inc.
Cynthia L Foster
Tasha Garfield
Barbara George
Shannon George
Bryant Gernes

Steven Melia
Jim D Merchant
Samantha S Miller
James Ming
Brittany Ann Minhas
Lyn A Mitchell
Joshua Monson
Montana Dakota Utilities Co.
Christian Mooneyham
Margaret A Murry
Dale Nafts
Anne M Nelson
Connie Nevarez
Alexis Nimmo

Valley Credit Union
Sam Van Dyke
Michell Vang
Andrew Verhasselt
Mark Vinger
Benjamin D Wardell
Ada Wassmann
Amy Westrope
Brian Winghagen
Daneille M Winje
Charles A Wittnam
Yellowstone County
John Zier
Zonta Club of Billings

 
Want to see your name here? Donate below!

Donate

United Way of Yellowstone County
406.252.3839
www.uwyellowstone.org
2173 Overland Ave, Billings, MT 59102
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